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OUR PERSONAL DESTINY IN CHRIST

THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH BASED RELATIONSHIPS
REV. JAMES CHENEY, NEWMAN CENTER PASTOR AND DIRECTOR
Alexander Solzhenitsyn told a skeptical Harvard
feel when they enter the college campus and deal with the
Graduating Class in 1978: “If humanism were right in
age of the smart phone. Our one-on-one discipleship and
declaring that man is born to be happy, he would not be individual spiritual direction help students understand the
born to die. Since his body is doomed to die, his task on importance of faith based relationships and
earth must be of a more spiritual nature. It cannot be
connecting with people who love them and have their best
unrestrained enjoyment of everyday life. . . .It has to be interests in mind.
the fulfilment of a permanent, earnest duty, so that one's
life journey may become an experience of moral growth, We could not serve the sacred time of the college
so that one may leave life a better human being.”
experience if it were not for people like you who love and
support us. Thank you for your faith in us and giving us
We are called to make the world a better place, i.e. to
the strength we need to boldly proclaim the message of
fulfill our personal destiny in Christ. Every young adult
Christ’s love on the campus of NDSU. Our future is in your
deserves a place, time, and resources to help discover
hands and it is a future of promise and hope. All of us at
that destiny in Christ. bisonCatholic continues to serve Newman appreciate your steadfast devotion to building a
the minds and hearts of the student of NDSU with faith home away from home for the students of NDSU. Please
based programs fostering personal goals aimed at
keep us in your prayers as bisonCatholic launches the
promoting the common good.
next phase of our service to the campus of NDSU.
Faith based programs centered on the minds and hearts
of young adults work toward a greater connectedness and
help combat the lonliness and isolation many young adults
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SHARING CHRIST WITH OTHERS
THE IMPACT OF WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY
TJ HUSNICK, NDSU STUDENT

Sharing Christ with others is a call
of all Christians in order to actively
live out our faith. What better way is
there to do that than through a
group bible study? Through bible
study we get the chance to share
our lives, our differing perspectives,
and most importantly, the Word of
God! Psalm 119: 105 states, “Your
word is a lamp for my feet and a
light on my path.” Bible study not
only provides the opportunity to
read scripture but also to gain an
understanding of how it relates to
our lives and how to live out the
teachings. Through a small group of
men the entire world can be
changed, as taught by Jesus
Himself with the apostles.
My name is T.J. Husnick, I’m
currently a sophomore at NDSU
studying nursing. From my very first
day at NDSU the people of St. Paul’s
Newman Center were incredibly
welcoming and displayed a joy that I
wanted part of. Through a couple of
gracious invites, and my inability to
say no, I found myself participating
in two Newman bible studies weekly.
Through these studies I was able to
grow in my faith in ways I never
anticipated or even knew I wanted
or needed. I am going into nursing
because I want to help save lives,
but even more important to me now
is saving souls!
Coming into sophomore year I
wanted to provide an outlet for
others to encounter Christ and grow
in their faith, so I reached out to a
handful of guys and started a bible
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NDSU STUDENTS, TJ HUSNICK AND ADAM HULM

study of my own. One of these
men is Adam Hulm, whom I asked
to share with you all how bible
study has impacted him. Adam
shared, “Weekly bible study with
fellow Catholic men has had a
large impact on my life and really
helped me grow closer to God
during my freshman year. I was
very hesitant to join a bible study
during my first few weeks at
NDSU, but I now view it as one of
the best decisions I made. Bible
study allowed me to enter
deeper into a relationship with
Jesus Christ through scriptures
and prayer. It has provided an
escape from the daily grind of
college life and filled that time
with things that are much more
important. The ability to also
share the faith with other men
was very beneficial as we could

bond over shared experiences and
struggles and hold each other
accountable in a way we could
never do on our own. The
experience I had with bible study
is something I am very grateful
for, and I would encourage
everyone to look at joining one
themselves.”
It has been an incredible
experience for me to watch Adam
and the others put a greater
importance on Christ in their lives
and now I’m seeing them share the
faith with others. When our lives
change, the lives of those around
us do as well. St. Paul’s Newman
Center has provided opportunities
for thousands of lives to be
impacted, and will continue to do
so for thousands more.

JOIN THE HERD

BISON NATION,
RIDE
WITH ME
THE 34TH ANNUAL BIKE RACE AND RIDE
EMMA HERGENROEDER, CAMPUS MINISTER

CISPONSORS
SPORT WAS
ONE
OF OUR
TROPHY
LEVEL
AND
MADE
OUR
AWESOME
BIKE
RACE T-SHIRTS

FR.
CHENEY & 1ST
CELEBRATING
THE YEAR
BISONMISSIONARY
VICTORY! TREY

On April 27th, the Bison thundered across the plains
of North Dakota to VICTORY in the 34th Annual
NDSU vs. UND Bike Race and Ride! Team NDSU
started 127 riders with 108 finishing, claimed 10 of
the top 20 finishing times, and raised $111,848.
The Bike Race is a longstanding tradition for the
NDSU and UND Newman Centers, and is the biggest
annual fundraiser for the general operating budget
of St. Paul’s Newman Center. Riders braved some
especially brutal winds this year along the 25-mile
route from Hillsboro to Caledonia and back, causing
riders’ finishing times to average slower than last
year. Nothing, however, could deter the intrepid
Bison from bringing home the trophy! This year’s
theme for Team NDSU was “Ride With Me”, based on
the conviction that no one should have to go
through the college years alone; “Ride With Me” is
the invitation of bisonCatholic students to their
peers to enjoy the support of a vibrant, Christcentered community while they journey through
those crucial years. Thank you for supporting the
Herd as we ride together towards Christ!

4

OUT INTO THE DEEP

FOCUS HIRES FOUR NEW MISSIONARIES FROM NDSU

Since 2004, St. Paul's Newman
Center has generated over 80
FOCUS missionaries who serve on
college campuses across the
country. This year, four NDSU
graduates were called to join
FOCUS.
Ashley Stoppleworth, NDSU
student missionary, is excited to
go on mission. "I am becoming a

adventure.” As I got involved at St.
Paul’s Newman center and with
FOCUS, I started to realize that at
the core of those friendships and
adventures I was grasping for to
make me happy, was ultimately a
yearning for a relationship with God.
Living my life as a disciple of Jesus
Christ has changed me, and I am
honored and excited to share the
abundance of a life with Him with
other college students."

its fullest potential because I
know the love of the Lord and the
great plans He has for me. I hope
that through sharing my story and
striving to be a vessel of God’s
love, I can share with others the
true beauty of living a life for
Christ. By encouraging others to
develop and maintain a close
relationship with our Lord and
having them help others pursue

Nicollette Bitz, peer minister and
student missionary, shares her
experience joining FOCUS after
college. "Through my time of
involvement at St. Paul’s Newman
Center and FOCUS, I have come to
gain full confidence in the truth of
my identity, my purpose, and
heaven. Through realizing these
truths, my joy has grown immensely
and spread throughout all aspects
of my life. I can truly say that I’m
passionately living every day to

the same relationship, I am
confident that the Lord’s desire
to have us all join Him in heaven
will be fulfilled."
Ashley Stoppleworth, Nicollette
Bitz, along with Grace Dietz and
Ashley Kilzer will be heading out
to campuses across the country,
walking with students to know
Christ Jesus and fulfill the Great
Commission.

"As I got involved at St. Paul’s Newman center and with FOCUS, I started to realize
that at the core of those friendships and adventures I was grasping for to make me
happy, was ultimately a yearning for a relationship with God." -Ashley Stoppleworth
FOCUS missionary because I want
students to know that in a world
that can be incredibly noisy and
confusing, there is truth. I want to
share with them that living out of
our true identity as beloved sons
and daughters of God leads to
abundant life and adventures
beyond our wildest dreams. I came
to college unsure about where I fit
in, but knowing I desired genuine
friendships and my next “big
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NEWMAN CENTER

3 CREDIT CLASS

APPROVED
NDSU
CATHOLIC
STUDIES
INITIATIVE MOVES FORWARD
MSGR. GREGORY SCHLESSELMANN

A few months ago we were privileged to announce
our efforts to begin a program of Catholic Studies
for our students here at NDSU. The purpose of
this new program is to supplement the curricular
offerings for the NDSU student with courses
rooted in the Catholic tradition of higher
education.
These courses are designed to introduce
students to the essential narrative of Christian
culture as well as impart the perennial truths and
values derived from the Catholic faith. Late last
fall, we received authorization from NDSU
Administration to begin our first class this spring
semester. We launched the first installment as a
2-unit seminar entitled “The Catholic View of the
Person: Life and Community”. Twenty two
students enrolled in the class and have expressed
their appreciation for the presentations, the small
group discussion, and the themes treated.

"ICATHOLIC
HAVE ENJOYED
THE
STUDIES
CLASS
BECAUSE
IT
HAS
HELPED
ME
REALIZE
THE
IMPORTANCE
OF
COMMUNITY
LIFE
AND
HAVING
GOOD CONVERSATIONS."

- SARAH REINHARDT, NDSU STUDENT

The second installment will be offered this
upcoming fall semester for tri-college students
and is entitled “The Catholic View of the Person:
Tradition and History”. It will focus on the Catholic
heritage in history and its formative influence on
the wider culture.
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NEWMAN CENTER TO

BREAK GROUND
BRYAN WILBURN, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

We were sitting in a dimly lit diner
for lunch discussing the impending
ground breaking for the new St.
Paul’s Newman Center project. It
was the kind of place we’ve had
hundreds of visits in over the past
3 years working on the campaign.
But something stood out in this
conversation. Father Cheney and I
asked this particular benefactor
why they had made such a
tremendous pledge to the building
project. In all honesty, this project
would not be moving forward
without their support. In response
7 to our question this man gave a

simple but profound answer: “we
just asked ourselves {when we
made the gift}, how often is it that
you have a chance to build a new
church?”
This is the exciting reality before
us. By the grace of God, we will
break ground this spring on a brand
new church at North Dakota State
University. With the church, we are
also building a new student center
with an attached 88 bed faithbased student apartments. A
student will be able to come to
NDSU and choose Newman as their

housing. The anticipated
opening will be July of 2021.
As I watched the images of
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris
burning, it highlighted what a
contrast this project brings to
our current cultural climate
surrounding the Catholic faith.
At a time when churches are
closing left and right in Europe
and urban America, we are
building a brand new Catholic
church at the center of culture
and young life which is the
college campus. The Catholic

MoveNewmanForward

THIS SPRING
faith is alive and well at NDSU. The
robust student ministry and
growing enrollment on campus are
driving the need to
MoveNewmanForward.
Bishop Folda has been gracious
enough to allow us to proceed with
ground breaking although we are
below the 100% pledged threshold.
As I write this article, we have
raised just over $18 million in
pledges. This is about 84% of goal.
The support for this project has
been tremendous with over almost
1,900 households contributing!

But I stress this point: we are not
done yet. The Bishop in good faith
has allowed this project to begin,
but it is with the understanding
that we must reach the original goal
of $21.5 million. So now more than
ever, your support is critical.
If you have been waiting to get on
the team or know there is more you
can do, please prayerfully consider
helping us finish the job. It’s not
every day you have chance to build
a brand new church.

Please contact our
development staff at
701-235-0142 or email Bryan
at bryan@bisoncatholic.org
to help or find more
information.
Stay up to date on the
campaign by visiting our
website at
www.bisoncatholic.org.
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bisonCatholic

MINISTRY 2018-2019

FR. CHENEY WITH PEER MINISTERS AND CAMPUS MINSTER FOCUS TEAM: JONATHON, NICOLE, MARIE, RACHEL, & TREY
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
MEET JORDAN AND DONNA GUCK
NDSU CLASS OF 2012

Jordan and Donna Guck both
started off their college years
at NDSU. They were full of
anticipation of what God had in
mind for them as they stepped
into that next stage of life.
Little did they know how much
of an impact the Newman
Center would have on both of
their lives. Donna had heard
about the Newman from her
uncle who had gone to NDSU but
only went there for mass until
she started seeing some of her
friends going to daily mass. She
had no idea that there was even
a such thing as daily mass until
then. She did some of the
activities with her friends there
and after daily mass, everyone
would head down to the Union to
eat. It became a normal routine.
Jordan started going to mass at
the Newman Center with some
friends as well. He went to a
midnight breakfast there and
meet Donna for the first time
over pancakes and syrup. From
there they would see each other
through social gatherings at the
Newman. Both were involved in
bible studies. Donna started
working at the Newman as a
peer minister and Jordan
became a bible study leader.
Jordan got his degree in Civil
Engineering and Donna as an
Elementary school teacher. They
were married right after college
and now live in Perham,
Minnesota. Jordan works as an

JORDAN & DONNA GUCK AND THEIR CHILDREN

engineering supervisor at Ulteig
located in Detroit Lakes,
Minnesota. Donna teaches 6th
grade at St. Henry’s Area School in
Perham. They have four children,
two of which are in kindergarten
and preschool at the Catholic
school in town.
Their youngest son Samuel is
named after Samuel Traut*, a friend
from the Newman. They wanted
their son to be named after a
person who could follow in the
footsteps of someone who was
as kind and Christ-centered as
Samuel Traut was.

Jordan and Donna hope that some
day their four children can also have
a similar experience that they had
from the Newman Center. They feel
very blessed and grateful for the
Newman Center with the friends and
experiences they’ve gained. The
Newman will forever have a special
place in their hearts.
*Samuel Traut was a NDSU and
Newman Center Alumni who was
tragically murdered in 2015. Sam's
legacy of Christ-like leadership
continues to inspire NDSU students
today.
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OUTSTANDING
LEADERSHIP
RECIPIENTS OF THE SAMUEL TRAUT AND
MICHELLE DUPPONG SERVICE AWARDS

AWARD
RECIPIENTS:
DANIEL KRAEMER
AND NICOLLETTE BITZ

Every year, St. Paul's Newman Center awards two
students for their call to leadership. This year Daniel
Kraemer and Nicollette Bitz were chosen by their
peers to receive this honor. Daniel received the
Samuel Traut Award and Nicollette received the
Michelle Duppong Award.
These awards are named after Sam and Michelle
who were bisonCatholic alumni and exemplified
leadership among their peers.
Samuel Traut and Michelle Duppong, pray for us.

A WORD FROM THE NEWMAN ALUMNI BOARD:

MENTORING INITIATIVE
JOE HENDRICKX, MAJOR GIFTS OFFICER

During my years at NDSU, from 2009 to 2014, I was
blessed to call the Newman Center my "home away
from home." During that time, I received what I still
consider to be the best formation available (which
makes the following story all the more
embarrassing). This formation included what it
means to be a disciple of Christ, how to disciple
others, and recognizing the urgency (souls are at
stake!).
A year after graduating, I had lunch with a friend of
mine, who is a priest in the Diocese of Fargo and
knows all about the Newman campus ministry and my
involvement there. He asked me, "So, who have you
discipled since graduation?" I had to tell him, "No
one." Then he asked me, "Why not?" and I didn't have
any answer. That little nudge was exactly the
motivation I needed to continue the mission of bring
souls to Christ. Perhaps the following can serve as
the motivation for you to help in continuing to "Make
disciples of all Nations" too (Matthew 28:19).
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The Newman Alumni Board is proposing a Mentoring
Initiative. This is simply an initiative to help give
recent graduates an introduction to their new parish
after leaving the Newman Center. This could simply
mean a phone call to a recent grad who is a new
member at your local parish, showing them around
your church and letting them know about the various
ministries available to get involved with. This could
also mean continuing discipleship, walking side-byside with a recent grad as your journey the path of
sanctity together.
If you are Newman Center alumni, have benefited
from the campus ministry here, and are up for getting
in touch with a recent NDSU graduate who is moving
to your area, please give me a call 701-235-0142 or
email (joe@bisoncatholic.org), and I will let you know
when a graduate moves to your area.

WELCOME TO
THE TEAM
NEW STAFF UPDATE

St. Paul's Newman Center is pleased to introduce
our new development staff Joe Hendrickx and
Julia Pearson.
Joe accepted the role of Major Gifts Officer in
December of 2018. Joe is a NDSU 2014
graduate and was a student leader at the
Newman Center while in college. He and his wife
Jolene have 3 children; Heidi, Carmen, and Miles.
Julia accepted the new position of Development
Coordinator this May. Julia is a recent University
of Mary graduate and grew up near Perham,
Minnesota. She is looking forward to begin her
role and getting to know the bisonCatholic
community.

JOE AND JOLENE HENDRICKX

JULIA PEARSON
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE...

ENDOWMENT
FUND

You can support the Newman Center through
her Endowment Fund - money saved and invested for
continued growth for future ministry!
Gifts to the Newman Endowment Fund provide an
opportunity for individuals, businesses, trusts, and estates
to take advantage of the North Dakota 40 percent state tax
credit for gifts over $5,000! By investing in the endowment
fund, you will help meet the needs of the growing ministry
and facility expenses as the Newman Center builds for the
future.
For more information, please visit our website at
www.bisoncatholic.org/about-us/ways-to-give.
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RAISING

Life-Long CATHOLICS

MEET JIM & JACKIE BITZ AND PAUL & SHAUNA BITZ
PARENTS OF NDSU STUDENTS
In 2014, when the Newman Center just
beginning to work towards making the new
facility a reality, the Bitz Family was one of
the first. They answered the call.
Jim & Jackie Bitz and Paul & Shauna Bitz
were all raised in strong Catholic
communities. Jim and Paul grew up in
Napoleon. Jackie and Shauna are Harvey
ND, natives. As their children grew, they
realized with the advent of smart phones,
the internet and social media, their
families were not being raised under the
Catholic small town bubble they were
brought up in. There were many outside
factors that were influencing their
children. Once the older children began
going to college, as parents, they were
concerned how to keep them in their
Catholic Faith. The Newman Center
offered an answer to this question. So
when, they were given the opportunity to
contribute to the Newman center it not
only seemed logical but a prompting from
God.
Jim, Jackie, Paul and Shauna also teach
religious education in Napoleon. Paul and
Shauna are the youth directors of the
parish. They invest many hours into the
junior high and high school students.
Taking them to retreats, conventions and
Steubenville gatherings, to help foster the
catholic faith into the youth of Napoleon.
Like any investment, in order for it to have
TOP PHOTO: JIM AND JACKIE BITZ FAMILY
BOTTOM PHOTO: PAUL AND SHAUNA BITZ FAMILY
maximum return on investment, a long
term strategy has to be employed. The
Newman Center is part of the long term vision of raising life-long
Catholics It gives them a place where, in the chaos of college life, the
familiar order of the Catholic faith, can give them peace and stability.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Stay up to date on all everything bisonCatholic.
AUGUST 26

Classes for fall 2019 begin

SEPTEMBER 5

Twin Cities Fundraising Banquet
Rush Creek Golf Club
Keynote Speaker: Jeff Cavins

OCTOBER 3

Bismarck
Fundraising Banquet
University of Mary
Keynote Speaker: John Leyendecker

OCTOBER 10

Inaugural Dickinson Fundraising Banquet
Grand Dickinson Hotel
Keynote Speaker: David Richman, NDSU
Boys Basketball Coach

OCTOBER 12

Newman
Alumni Summit
Twin Cities

Social for Newman Alumni from the upper Midwest

NOVEMBER 7

Fargo Fundraising Banquet
Delta Hotels by Marriott
Keynote Speaker: Steve Ray

For more information about upcoming
events, check out our website
www.bisoncatholic.org.
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St. Paul's Newman Center
2505 N University Dr.
Ste 100
Fargo, ND 58102
701-235-0142
www.bisoncatholic.org

bisonCatholic
CHANGING HEARTS
CHANGING

LIVES

